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TEST 1, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.5 score.

(200d morning Mrs Barrett. My name is Alfonso Jose Suaza I'm from Colombia. | saw your
advertised that you are looking for someone to help you in your home for a few hours a day next
summer. Also I'm really inferested 1o get this opportunity. A few years ago | was working as a cook
in 2 Hote!, s0 | can help you in domestic task in your house and made your meals for breakfast,
lunch and dinner. Forthemore | enjoyed to work in the hospitality and the cookery is my passion |
love making food for everyone this make me happy. Actually 'm am infernational student, so | go
to the school in southport at the afternoon Monday to Friday from 1:20 till 530, and free on the
weekend, I'm able in the mornings and weekends. Thanks for your time

Kind regrets,
Dear Mrs Barrett

Here is the examiner's comment:

The writer has addressed each of the bullet points, although more details could
have been given, as they only mention cooking and no other ways to help.
However, there is a clear progression which follows the order of the bullet points in
the question. We can see the format is appropriate for a letter but there are errors
at the close [Kind regrets | Dear Mrs Barrett].

Vocabulary is generally adequate for the task [opportunity | cookery is my passion |
make me happy] although some is taken from the question and there are errors

in word choice [able / available | regrets / regards]. There are some attempts at
complex structures (using relative pronouns) but the range is limited. The Band
Score could be improved if spelling and word choice were more accurate and if
there was more variety of sentence structures.
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TEST 1, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.0 score.

Nowadays, our environment suffers from plastic packaging and plastic bags, plastic does a great
damage to the planet. In this essay, the actions how to solve the plastic problem will be mentioned
and what can be done fo lower the use of plastic packaging will be discussed.

Firstly, plastic products are usually thrown under the ground, so that it is able to cause
ground pollution, the soil becomes poor. It is one of the reasons why trees and plants do not grow
a6 they used 1o fifty years ago. Secondly, production of plastic causes air pollution. Factories that
produce plastic bags, packaging and other plastic products emmit exhaust fumes to the atmosphere.
Al of the facts mentioned can prove that plastic pollution plays the leading role in the list of
environmental problems.

what pollution abutement can be done to lower the risk of Earth damaging? First, plastic
bags can be changed to bags made of natural materials like clothes of wood. To realize this,
factories should lower the production of plastic bags and change them o more natural products.
Moreover, the problem of ground pollution because of plastic production should be discussed in
social media o let people know the scope of plastic problem. Second, already used plastic can be
recycled in other products. There is a Russian programm of recycling plastic into T-shirts, caps
and even balls for football and basketball.

ln conclusion, | would lie 10 say that, nowadays, people appear as the main reason of
environmental problems, the manufacturing of plastic products increases the risk of the further
Earth life. Everything should be done to lower the risk of destroying the planet.
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Here is the examiner's comment:

This is a strong response which addresses all parts of the task. It has an
introduction to the topic, refers to ground and air pollution and presents solutions

to address the problems identified. To score more highly, there could be a clearer
outline of what ‘governments’ and ‘individuals’ can do. Ideas are logically organlsed
into four paragraphs, including an introduction and a conclusion. Within the
paragraphs, we can see sequencing [Firstly | Secondly] and other cohesive devices
[Moreover | In conclusion), as well as some effective referencing [All of the facts
mentioned | change them).

There is a wide range of vocabulary and evidence of the ability to convey precise
meanings [exhaust fumes | leading role | scope | risk of destroying the planet].
There are occasional errors in spelling [emmit / emit | abutement [ abatement |
programm [ programme] but generally good control over word choice.

The writing also shows a variety of complex grammatical structures with frequent
error-free sentences. We can see a range of tenses, including modal forms [can
prove that | should be done). There are a few errors remaining, e.g., with articles
[plastic does a great damage | scope of plastic problem] and prepositions [main
reason of / main reason for].
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TEST 2, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.5 score.
Dear ir or Madam,

| am writing you because | would like o give you my opinion on your article about town centres
which you published in a national newspaper called Denik.

First of all I have to agree with the part where you mentioned a shape and an organization of main
squares. Most of them have a rounded shape with lots of different shops around and to a fountain
in the center.

However, | found the center of Brno quite different from most of ofher cities. Mostly because it
has nice older archifecture combined with modern style. Brno has also one unique difference that
is that a tram goes right across of the middle of the main square. Also the main train station
together with fram station is placed right under the main square, which is not so common in
other cities.

At the end, | would like to offer a tour in Brno in hope that it could change your opinion. If you
decide to visit my town, please don't hesitate to contact me. | will be more than happy to show you
the beauty of this city. '

Yours faithfully,

Here is the examiner's comment:

All three bullet points are addressed and the tone is polite in this letter to a
newspaper. In this task, the bullet points ask ‘which points / explain ways’ (plural)
which means more than one point or example is required per bullet point. In

this response, two examples are provided for each of the first two bullet points,
satisfying the requirements for this task.”

Progression is clear and cohesive devices are used well [which you published |
Most of them | that is that]. There are some inaccuracies [At the end / finally]. The
range of vocabulary does allow some flexibility [mentioned | architecture combined
with modern style | unique difference | not so common | change your opinion.
However, a wider range would be needed to score more highly here. Similarly,
complex sentence forms are attempted, but generally sentences are short and
flexibility is limited in this response.

Note

*It is important for test takers to notice if more than one example is required for each
bullet point (e.g., problems, points, ways, examples) because if only one is provided,
this is not a complete response to the question.
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TEST 2, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.5 score.

Some people prefer to keep to things that they can or use to. | think it has good side and
bad side.

First of all, keep to do same thing make you forcus 1o things. You can learn and eqjoy deeply.
Also, keep o do same thing makes you comfortable. You can relax 1o do if. If you have bad day, you
don't need 1o look for what makes you relax because you already used to do it. For example, you
can watch film, visit place, eat food whatever you like or used to. You can go back your routines.

On the other hand, keep to do same thing is avoid your charenge. When you fry something
that you don't like or new, it makes you unconfortable. When you face things that you don't
understand well. It must be scared and unconfortable and then you have two choices. Charenge
or escape. You don't need to always choose charenge, but you have to ask yourself, is escape good
for you?

You need 1o have confortable time or things like hobbies. It must be good for you. But
sometime you have to try to put yoursef in unconfortable. It makes you improve and it brings
knowledge.

Here is the examiner's comment:

This response does address the requirements of the question. There are relevant
main ideas and an opinion in the concluding paragraph. However, the response is
quite repetitive [keep to do same thing] and cohesion is faulty.

Vocabulary is generally adequate for the task, but there is a limited range with
repeated errors in spelling [unconfortable | uncomfortable | charenge I challenge].
There are some attempts at complex sentence structures [You don’t need to always
choose ... but]; otherwise, sentences are short, indicating a lack of complexity. The
level of error is significant in this response, including continuous structures [keep to
do / keep doing | you already used to do it / you are already used to doing it].

This response is below the minimum word count for Task 2. The overall score could

be improved if spelling and word choice were more accurate and if there was a
wider variety in sentence structures.
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.0 score.
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing you in response to the arficle ‘the book the influenced me most’ printed in the last
issue of your magazine, as it was stated there that you would be waiting for readers’ contributions.
Having noticed this, | couldn't have failed taking an opportunity 1o share my experience.

D0, the book that literally turned my world upside down is called “Nina”, by an ifalian author
writing under the pen name of Moony Witcher. The book was about 2 girl who suddenly found

out that her grandfather had not only been a great alchemist but had also kept saving the world
from an evil mage. And it was her furn fo fake up his fask and save all the children’s dreams and
fantasies from complete extinction.

| was twelve when | cracked this book open and | was completely lost in an interesting plot and

a breathtaking philosophy concerning Giood and Evil, Creation and Destruction, Everything and
Nothing. This book had a great influence on me as a writer, it encouraged me to fry writing fantasy
stories and made me a person that | am now.

| would advise reading this book to everyone from age % to 1, as it is sure 1o be very beneficial for
children's upbringing and to teach them some good things in a very inferesting way.

Best regards,
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Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response addresses all the requirements of the question. There is a good
description of what the book was about and a clear idea of how it influenced the
writer. To improve the score, more detail could be added to the final bullet point.
The response is organised clearly into paragraphs and the cohesive devices make
it easy to follow.

Vocabulary is strong, there are some colloquial [cracked ... open] and higher-level
items [alchemist | fantasies | philosophy]. There are also some good examples of
complex grammatical structures but a few errors remain [writing you [ writing to you |
a person | the person].
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.0 score.

It is very common for many people 1o spend most of their lives living in the same city they were

born. There are many reasons for that, but in my opinion there are more pros then cons to live in
the same city.

Some advantages to live in the same city that you were born are you will be close o your family
and that means you can have more support for them, for example, emotional or financial support
or even advices. Another good point is you will see your nephews grow up and more important than
that, you could help to take care of your parents when they get older. What is more you might have
2 lot of friends and if you live in the same city it is very easy to keep confact with them. Also, you
will know the ¢ity, where it is good to have fun, where it is safe etc.

In the disadvantages side, if you live in the same city where were born you probably will lost the
opportunity to meet people from another city. Also living alone far of your family you will grow up
and be more responsible. What is more, you can have more jobs opportunities, because you can try
to find a job in any city. Also you will have more adventures.

Even with some disadvantages, | think there are much more advantages to live in the same city that
you were born,

Here is the examiner's comment:

After the introduction, this response moves immediately into the advantages
and disadvantages. This means there is no real reference to the first point, the
‘reasons’. If the candidate had included the ‘reasons’, this response would have
scored more highly.

Paragraphing has been used to organise he ideas in this response. There is
an introduction, a conclusion, one paragranh for advantages and another for
disadvantages. Some effective cohesive dzvices are used, but overall, the
response is a little repetitive [Also].

Vocabulary is appropriate but the range is restricted, and sentences are generally

short which limits the score for grammatical structures. Although the candidate is
able to use a range of clauses [if you live | becausel, this is with some error.
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TEST 4, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.0 score.

Dear Lisa,

| am 50 glad 1o help you 10 look for accommodation where is near my university. when |
was at the university, | iad been lived in an apartment for 4 years, which is offered to students or
others from my school. It only takes 5 minutes on foot to the main gate of school, and it just takes
l0 minutes on foot to the bus stop or train station. There has very convinent transport around
my apartment, By the way, if you search apartment online, you should go to double check the
information at reception. Because they might not update the information on fime. S0 | advise you
go to see the feacher who is in charge of accommodation at first. It will be saving more your time
and energy.

What's more, when you are choosing accomdation, there are fwo suggestions for you:

First, please check the date that you are going fo school. Is it any avilable accomadation for you at
that date.

In addition, please make sure how long will you stay there. You are not able to get a refund
even if you move out the accomadation earlier. So check how long is available you can stay.

At ast, hopefully you can find a suitable accomodation soon and enjoy the life at university.
Friendly,

Here is the examiner’s comment:

This is an attempt to provide advice on finding a place to live. All bullet points are
touched on but not clearly presented, especially the third bullet point; there is no
indication that this is a typical mistake students make. The format is appropriate for
a letter despite the use of [Friendly] as a closing. The response presents the bullet
points in the same order as the question. There is some good use of cohesive
devices [which | who], but most are quite basic [Because | So | In addition] and
faulty cohesion results in some repetition [on foot | accommodation).

The range of vocabulary is just adequate for the task but there are errors in spelling,
even with the same word [accomdation | accomadation | accomodation]. There

are some attempts at complex sentence structures [even if], but there are frequent
errors in the use of articles and tenses [had been lived | It will be saving more your
time], including the use of present tenses to talk about where they ‘studied’ in the
past. These errors do cause some difficulty for the reader.

The Band Score could be improved if spelling and word choice were more accurate
and if there was more accuracy in sentence structures.
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TEST 4, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.0 score.

| personally agree with those who claim that the present days are the best period in the history of
mankind o be living,

Breakihroughs in science and advancements in technology have dramatically improved our standards
of living, at least in the Western world, making life actually worth living. Advances in medical
treatments and the invention of new drugs all have allowed us 1o live long and healthy lives. We no
longer face the problems of food and water scarcity, thanks to new agricuttural techniques that allow
farmers to produce \arger quantities of food. Everyone, no matter its race and religion, can receive a
proper education and make a decent living out of a good job. We should not also undervalue things
such as the freedom of speech, which has not always been guaranteed in the past.

However, if | had the chance to choose an other time in our history to live in, | would opt for
ancient Rome. | think it would be interesting to ry living in a society whose beliefs and values
significantly differs from our. In today's world, the most valuable personal “qualities” are selfishness
and greed. We tend to put ourselves before other, whereas, in my opinion, things were different for
the ancient civilizations, for wich the society s a whole came ficst.

In the end, | think we could learn some very interesting lessons from our past, without having to
sacrifice all our the efforts made to get where we are foday.

Here is the examiner's comment:

This is a well-developed response which presents a range of evidence to justify
the opinion expressed, including improvements in science, technology, medical
treatments, agriculture, education, employment opportunities and freedom of
speech. There is also a clear rationale for the ‘other’ time in history that would be
interesting to live in.

Ideas are arranged logically with one paragraph exploring each part of the question.
However, we cannot say that paragraphing is used appropriately.

The first and last paragraphs have only one sentence, and it is not clear if the
final sentence is a new paragraph. The overall score of this response would

be improved with an appropriate introductory and concluding paragraph. Other
aspects of cohesion are good [those who claim that | whose beliefs | to get where
we are today] with some slips [its race / their race | our / ours].

The use of vocabulary is precise [Breakthroughs in science and advancements in
technology | making life ... worth living | freedom of speech | ancient civilizations]
despite a few slips [an other [ another | wich / which] and the range of grammatical
structures is wide with frequent examples of error-free complex sentences. There
are a few slips, e.g., third-person agreement [differs / differ] and plural ending
[before other [ before others], but overall there is good control.
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