Model and sample answers for Writing
tasks

- TEST 1, WRITING TASK 1

MODEL ANSWER

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. However please
note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

The table gives a breakdown of the different types of family who were living in" '/
poverty in Australia in 1999.

On average, 11% of all households, co;f_iprising almost two million people, were m
this position. However, those consisting of only one parent or a single adulthad.
almost double this proportion of poor people, with 21% and 19% respectively. L&

Couples generally tended to be better off, with lower poverty levels for couples :
without children (7%) than those with children (12%). It is noticeable that for both =:: .
types of household with children, & higher than average proportion were living in .
poverty at this time.

Older people were genéfally Ieés.likely to be poor, though once again the trend
favoured elderly couples (only 4%) rather than single elderly people (6%).

Overall the table suggests that households of single adults and those with chlldren iy
were more likely to be living in poverty than those conslstlng of couples.
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 1, WRITING TASK 2

SAMPLE ANSWER

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 4 score. Here is the examiner’s
comment:

This answer describes some relevant advantages and disadvantages of books, TV and films,
although these are sometimes unclear or not sufficiently developed. The script loses marks, however,
because it doesn’t answer the question about ‘which medium is most effective’ and also because it is
under the minimum length (only 230 words).

The writer has tried to organise ideas and uses paragraphing to structure the response. However,
the message is confused at times and the answer is incomplete. Some ideas are linked appropriately,
but there is a lot of repetition across sentences.

The writer uses a limited range of language quite repetitively and there are only simple sentences.
However, these are often quite accurate, although there are many examples of basic errors in
grammar and punctuation.

In our daily life, we alwoys communicate nformotion through
the media, such as television, radie, film, These media have
different advontoges and disadvontoges for us. Now, I om
oing to compare %e advontoges ond disadvontages of booKs,
%e(evls'ucm ond Film. _

Books bring us different Knowledae. It bases on what Bock
we vead. A foamous Chinese Troditienal verse which described
bocks is a treasure. We con find a golden house n there.
Moveover, when we wont fo vead i, we con find it easly, such
as bockstore, lbrary. We con also learn a lot of words from
books. And it can mprove our reading and writing skills.

However, bocks always ove not a‘f%ac‘hve for childven or
youngster. It is because bocks are guite boring. A lot of words
ond less pictures insde the bocks, compare to television, television
hos pictures ond sound, We don™t have to vead a lot of words
n Television. But some artist n Television progromme.  or F\(N\,
bring a bad mage to us. Then some childven or Youngers will
wmitate their behavieur. Seme film also bring a wrong message o
us, For exomple, they are always smoking i films. Tt seems
thot smoking is good and smort. It coused many Youngers
witote them smoking,

In conclusion, s, Televison and €ilm have mony advontoges
ond disodvontoges. T camet write all n here. And we have
choose The Meo(?a cavefully,
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 2, WRITING TASK 1

SAMPLE ANSWER

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6 score. Here is the examiner’s
comment:

This answer focuses too closely on the details in the graph but fails to compare trends or general
differences between figures for winter and summer. Some comparisons are made, but these are
about details, and it is difficult to get a clear idea of the information from this description.

Similarly, information in the pie chart is simply listed using the language from the chart and there
is no attempt to relate this to information in the graph.

The description is not well organised, although a range of linkers are used, and the use of
paragraphs does not reflect the different sections of information covered.

There is a suitable range of vocabulary for this task, although some words are misused and there
are several spelling errors. The range and control of grammatical structures is the strong point of
the main part of this response. There are examples of complex structures that are used with
accuracy and some flexibility.

The use of electrieity in Erv#and is indispensed with. Demand for electricity. in Enzjland
during, typical days in winter and summer is ilustrated in the graph. The use of electricity in
an average En%hsh home is shown in the pie chart. From the %mph, it is cf;nemlla obvious
that the demand is in its maximum around QIOO, and in its minimum around OO, being
almost constant between 1200 and OO in winter times. Dunn% summer times, on the
other hand, the demand reaches its top point around 1300, and the bottom point around
400, being almost constant between ISSO and 2000

In Wirter times, the curve. gradually inereates to reach 40,000 unts of electricity

by 3 o'elock in the morning. This is followed by gradual decline 1o ts lowest limite. of
30,000 units at 9 o'clock. A czmdual rise is obvious agpin to reach a_ stationary level
between 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock of about 40,000 units aggin. Then, there is a sharp
ise. in the next hour to rech its maximum before collapsing again to a lower level by the
end of the day. :

In summer time, the. curve. gradually decrease 1o reach its lower Imit around 9 o'elock of
a bit more than 10,000 units. A gradual increase. is noticed to reach fts top of 20,000
after which a_ stationary phase is obvious between 3 o'clock and IO o'elock at night of
about 15,000 unites.

The pie chart, on the other hand, shows that 53.5% of the electrietty is used for
hea’rm% rooms and water. I7.5% is consumed for ovens, kettles and washing machire s, I5%
is used in lighting, TV and radio, and finally 15% is consumed in the sue of vacuum
cleaners, food mixtures and electric tools.

164



Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 2, WRITING TASK 2

MODEL ANSWER

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. However, please
note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

Happiness is very difficult to define, because it means so many different things to
different people. While some people link happiness to wealth and material success,
others think it lies in emotions and loving personal relationships. Yet others think that
spiritual paths, rather than either the material world or relationships with people, are
the only way to true happiness.

Because people interpret happiness for themselves in so many different ways, it is
difficult to give any definition that is true for everyone. However, if there are different
kinds of happiness for different individuals then the first step in achieving it would be
to have a degree of self-knowledge. A person needs to know who he or she is before
being able to know what it is that rpakes him or her happy.

Of course, factors such as loving relationships, good health, the skills to earn a living
and a peaceful environment all contribute to our happiness too. But this does not
mean that people without these conditions cannot be happy.

Overall, | think an ability to keep clear perspectives in life is a more essential factor in
achieving happiness. By that | mean an ability to have a clear sense of what is
important in our lives (the welfare of our families, the quality of our relationships,
making other people happy, etc.) and what is not (a problem at work, getting
annoyed about trivial things, etc.).

Like self-awareness, this is also very difficult to achieve, but | think these are the two
factors that may be the most important f__or achieving happiness.
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 3, WRITING TASK 1

MODEL ANSWER

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. However, please
note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

The chart glves mformation abou&poSt»school quahfucatmn mv;arms of the étﬁerant
levels of further educatnon .

We can see immediatély'thﬁ
men and women at differe
post-school level, where 90%
men, compared with only 10%
undergraduate dnpk)mas (70"7*)‘
(55%).

At the higher levels of edut:ati
outnumbered their female cou
constltuted 60% of Master’s ra

Thus we can see that mor
higher levels of education, wh
than men. The gender difference
however ' ,

166



Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 3, WRITING TASK 2

SAMPLE ANSWER

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7 score. Here is the examiner’s
comment:

This answer considers the main issues raised by the question and presents a definite opinion about
the statement. However, the response tends to over-generalise and sometimes the examples used to
support ideas seem rather confusing. Ideas are generally clearly organised, and paragraphing is
clear but the argument is difficult to follow in places. A range of linking words and expressions is
used, but there are occasional mistakes. The candidate uses an ambitious range of vocabulary and
sentence patterns, but has some problems with word choice and collocations. There are very few
spelling errors and only minor grammar mistakes, but there are many examples of expressions used
inappropriately.

I 0gree with the statement that there ShouLd he n0 govemment restriction on
CrEO.AIVE O.rEISES WhO EXpress themsSELVES in £he way they do and that they wmust
b€ given §reedom SOr the Same. Ixpression has aLways been the keynote in &
PeErsOn's LS. T iS £he ESULE OF mere Expression 0§ Our £hOughts that we are
ObLE 0 COMMUNICOLE. RESEACEIONS On how we present OUr thoughts is senseLess,

Creative artists pLay 0 major fOLE in OUr SOCiCty, be it the qovemment, OLd
peopLe, the yOUth Of the ChiLdrén. ThEIr WOrKS enLighten OUr wminds, N0 wmakter i is
S0.CtUAL Of entertainment based. Tt is diserving that aster o days work when we
want £0 taKE SOME time Off §Or OUrSELVES, we LOOK OVt §Or SOmE Leisure. For
INSEONCE: Either pLEA.SONt WUSIC Of O- SGmiLy WMOVIE WhiCh SOOthEs the wind.
Entertainment Ve US an OVerView 0 G- néw Side 0f Life which every individuaL
eSpeCts. There is aLmost @verything 400d in what is given £0 US through the
wmedio. worLd which is wmade vp 05 a.rtists.

On £he CONtrfy SOMELIMES these artists £end €0 b€ UNSCAUPULOUS. They
COnVert AUMOUrS int0 S.CES And present them hefone US. This wmight impaiic the

£i0n 0f SOME ILLUSE(OUS peOPLE in £0day's SOCiety. On such Occa.sions,
certain restrictions A.re understandablLe. NEVErtheLess we aLL do know what is
fight Of wrdng. RULES and NEQULALIONS N0t ALWAYS QM€ the SOLVLIoN £0 how
artists present their Own ideas. Hence it is doLtish €0 he impetuous and the
qovemment ShouLd €nforce aLtemativé wa.ys €0 ControL the wedia.

Respect §0r Ones ideas is nok OnLy hypOthetical but wust be practised. Tt is
through respect that €ach On€ Of US Can be reCcognised 0S 0. UNIGUE person in the
worLd, This can be achieved by LOOKing 0t the bright Side 0f what wmedia ie. the
creative artisks dispLay §0r Us. Nok G day can g0 by when we dont LOOK Out §or
COLOUMUL dreams and G beautifuL Life which we can §ind €ither through wusic,
pocLry, Sims, pictures; everything that the creative artists oser us.
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 4, WRITING TASK 1

SAMPLE ANSWER

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5 score. Here is the examiner’s
comment:

The response is under-length (138 words). The candidate reports the key information in the first
graph i.e. that visits to and from the UK increased and that the increase in visits from the UK was
more marked than that of visits to the country. In the bar chart the information is also reported
accurately. However, the references to &dollar are confusing, suggesting that the candidate has not
fully understood the information given, and there is little attempt to relate the two diagrams or to
make comparisons across the information given.

There is a brief introduction to the topic, with an attempt to paraphrase the rubric; the overall
structure of the writing is clear, with some use of basic discourse markers. There is very little use of
reference, however, resulting in a considerable amount of repetition of key vocabulary.

There is a fairly narrow range of sentence types and errors occur in verb formation and in the use
of tenses.

The grap\ws reveal an information about overseas residents travel to UK
and UK residents travel to other countries, and where they visited more.

According to the chart of visits to and from UK, UK residents had
visibed abrood more than overseas residents visited UK. UK residents
traveling were increased slightly ill 136, after that, there was a dramatic
rise from &dollar;20 millions to &dollar;SH mittions till [199. In contrast,
overseas residents were increased gradually in traveling to UK from
&dollar;|0 million to &dollar;23 millions between (179 and [199.

From the information shown, we can see that France was the most
popular counbry visibed by UK residents, accounting for &dollar;l millions. And
the othars countries visited by UK residents were Turkey, Greece and
USA, which were &dollar;3, &dollar;4 and &dollar;S millions.
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Model and sample answers for Writing tasks

TEST 4, WRITING TASK 2

MODEL ANSWER

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. However, please
note that this is just one example out of many possible approaches.

: S t@be an mcreasmgly wndespread problem and | thmk
re prcbab!y msponsnble for thls

birth rate is decreasing so that fammes are smaller with fewer
are often spoilt, not in terms of love and attention because
me for this, but in pre material ways. They are

v ‘fhéy want, regardless of price, and to behave as they

: the,.ch;ldrgn grow up without consndaratlon for others and

_genezatlen Thegmrhment shouid fund this kind of parental
[lthls 1s no Imgsr apmblem fof mdivadual fammes, but for. sactety as
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